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Can | install a tankless water heater myself or do | need a plumber?

Installing a tankless water heater requires a licensed plumber in Ontario - this is not a DIY project due to gas,

electrical, and plumbing code requirements that need professional expertise and permits.

Tankless water heater installation involves multiple complex systems that must be done correctly for safety and
code compliance. Gas units require proper venting, gas line sizing, and combustion air calculations that only
licensed gas technicians can perform. Electric units need dedicated high-amperage circuits (often 100-150 amps
total) that require an electrician. Both types need water line modifications, pressure relief valve installation, and

proper mounting that must meet Ontario Building Code specifications.

In Ottawa, tankless installations require building permits and inspections for gas, electrical, and plumbing
work. The City of Ottawa requires licensed contractors to pull these permits, and the work must be inspected at
various stages. Improper installation can lead to carbon monoxide poisoning with gas units, electrical fires with

electric units, or water damage from incorrect plumbing connections.

The installation process typically takes 4-8 hours and involves shutting off utilities, removing the old unit,
potentially upgrading gas lines or electrical panels, installing new venting (for gas), mounting the unit, connecting
water lines, and testing all systems. Many homes need infrastructure upgrades to support tankless units, which

adds complexity and cost.

Professional installation in Ottawa typically costs $3,500 - $5,500 including the unit, permits, and labor. While
this seems expensive, it ensures warranty coverage, code compliance, and safety. Attempting DIY installation will

void warranties, violate building codes, and create serious safety risks.

For a free consultation on tankless water heater installation, Ottawa Pro Plumbing can assess your home's

requirements and handle all permits and inspections through the Ottawa Construction Network.

Find a Plumbing Contractor
Ottawa Plumbing Pro connects you with experienced contractors through the https://justynrookcontracting.com:

e Titley Construction ?
e SDR Electric, Plumbing & Heating Inc. ?
¢ Jaiko Cleaning Services ?

View all plumbing contractors ?
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| found a small leak under my bathroom sink. Can | fix it myself?

Small leaks under bathroom sinks can often be fixed by homeowners if they're coming from loose

connections, but the approach depends on exactly where the leak is located.

Start by identifying the leak source with a flashlight. Most bathroom sink leaks occur at three common spots: the
supply line connections where water lines connect to the shut-off valves or faucet, the P-trap connections
where the curved drain pipe connects, or the faucet tailpiece where the faucet connects to the drain assembly. If
water is dripping from these connection points, you can often fix it by gently tightening the nuts with a wrench - but

be careful not to overtighten, as this can crack fittings or damage threads.

Before starting any work, turn off the water supply using the shut-off valves under the sink (turn clockwise). If the
leak is from a loose supply line connection, try tightening the compression nut about a quarter turn. For P-trap
leaks, the slip nuts can usually be hand-tightened or gently snugged with pliers. However, if you see water coming
from within the pipe walls, corroded fittings, or if tightening doesn't stop the leak, this indicates a more serious

problem requiring professional repair.

In Ottawa's older homes, bathroom sink plumbing often has original fixtures that can be brittle. What seems like a
simple tightening job can quickly turn into a bigger repair if old fittings crack or if you discover the leak is
actually coming from inside the wall. Additionally, if you're not comfortable working under the sink or can't clearly

identify the leak source, it's worth having a professional take a look.

Turn the water back on slowly after making any adjustments and monitor the area for 24 hours to ensure the leak
is completely stopped. If the problem persists or you discover any signs of water damage to the vanity or
surrounding area, contact a licensed plumber to prevent more extensive damage. For a free assessment of your

bathroom plumbing, Ottawa Pro Plumbing can help identify whether it's a simple fix or part of a larger issue.

Find a Plumbing Contractor
Ottawa Plumbing Pro connects you with experienced contractors through the https://justynrookcontracting.com:

¢ MAK Construction and Development Inc ?
e Callandgone
e Anchor Home Comfort ?

View all plumbing contractors ?
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Can I replace a two-handle shower faucet with a single handle myself?

Yes, you can replace a two-handle shower faucet with a single-handle model yourself if you're comfortable
with basic plumbing tasks, but this project involves more complexity than a simple faucet swap and may require
additional plumbing modifications.

The main challenge is that two-handle and single-handle faucets have different rough-in valve configurations
. Two-handle systems typically have separate hot and cold valves spaced 8 inches apart, while single-handle
faucets use a single mixing valve. This means you'll likely need to install a new rough-in valve behind the wall,

which requires opening up the wall, soldering or connecting new pipes, and potentially rerouting water lines.

In Ottawa, this type of modification typically requires a plumbing permit since you're altering the water supply
system. The rough-in valve installation must meet Ontario Building Code requirements for proper spacing, support,
and connections. You'll also need to ensure the new valve is compatible with your home's water pressure and pipe

materials.

Safety considerations include shutting off the main water supply before starting work and being prepared for
potential complications like corroded pipes or unexpected plumbing configurations behind the wall. If you discover

galvanized steel pipes or other issues during the project, the scope can expand significantly.

For most homeowners, this project is best handled by a licensed plumber who can ensure proper installation,
handle any permit requirements, and guarantee the work won't cause leaks inside your walls. The typical cost for

this conversion in Ottawa ranges from $400 to $800, including the valve, labor, and any minor wall repairs.

If you're set on DIY, start by removing the old trim to assess what's behind the wall before purchasing your new
faucet. For a professional assessment of your specific situation, Ottawa Pro Plumbing offers free consultations to

help you understand exactly what's involved in your shower conversion project.

Find a Plumbing Contractor
Ottawa Plumbing Pro connects you with experienced contractors through the https://justynrookcontracting.com:

e RenoMotion Inc. ?
e Dreamwood Construction & Renovations ?
e Grunt Work 4 Grunts ?

View all plumbing contractors ?
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Can linstall a dishwasher myself or do | need a plumber?

Installing a dishwasher yourself is possible if you have existing connections, but most installations require

a licensed plumber in Ottawa due to permit requirements and plumbing code compliance.

If you're simply replacing an existing dishwasher with the same connections already in place, this can often be a
DIY project. You'll need to connect the water supply line, drain hose, and electrical connection. However, any new
plumbing connections, modifications to existing lines, or electrical work typically requires permits and professional

installation in Ottawa.

New dishwasher installations almost always need a plumber because they involve running new water supply
lines, installing proper drain connections, and ensuring everything meets Ontario Building Code requirements. The
drain connection must tie into your kitchen sink's drain system with proper venting, and the water supply needs a

dedicated shut-off valve. Many installations also require electrical work for a dedicated 20-amp circuit.

City of Ottawa requirements may vary - most dishwasher installations require plumbing permits, especially when
new connections are involved. Licensed plumbers handle the permit process and ensure your installation meets
local codes. Improper installation can lead to water damage, drainage issues, or failed inspections if you're selling

your home.

Safety considerations include ensuring proper drainage to prevent backflow, secure water connections to avoid
leaks, and correct electrical connections. Water and electricity don't mix - even small leaks near electrical

connections can be dangerous.

For a straightforward replacement where connections already exist, you might manage it yourself. For new
installations or any modifications to plumbing lines, contact Ottawa Pro Plumbing for a free consultation to discuss

your specific situation and ensure everything is done safely and to code.

Find a Plumbing Contractor

Ottawa Plumbing Pro connects you with experienced contractors through the https://justynrookcontracting.com:

e Dr. Pipe Drain and Plumbing Services ?
e Nic’'s D.U.C.T Works Inc ?
e Valcor Construction ?

View all plumbing contractors ?
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My pipes froze overnight. Should | try to thaw them myself?

Yes, you can safely thaw frozen pipes yourself in most cases, but you need to act carefully to prevent pipe
bursts. Start by turning off your main water supply as a precaution, then locate the frozen section and begin

thawing slowly.

Safe thawing methods include using a hair dryer, space heater, or warm towels applied to the frozen pipe section.
Work from the faucet end toward the blockage, and keep the faucet open so water can flow as ice melts. Never use
open flames, blowtorches, or other high-heat sources as these can damage pipes or create fire hazards. The key is

gentle, gradual warming - rushing the process often causes pipes to burst from rapid expansion.

In Ottawa's winter climate, frozen pipes are unfortunately common, especially in exterior walls, crawl spaces, and
unheated basements. Most residential copper and PEX pipes can handle some freezing, but the real danger comes
during thawing when pressure builds up. If you hear water running but no water comes from faucets, or if you see

bulging or cracked pipes, stop immediately and call for emergency service.

Prevention is crucial for Ottawa homeowners - keep cabinet doors open during cold snaps to let warm air reach
pipes, maintain consistent heating, and consider pipe insulation in vulnerable areas. If you discover multiple frozen

locations, can't locate the frozen section, or notice any pipe damage, it's time to call a professional immediately.

If you're uncomfortable with the process or the pipes don't thaw within a few hours, contact Ottawa Pro
Plumbing for emergency service. We're available 24/7 for situations like this and can prevent a small freeze from

becoming major water damage.

Find a Plumbing Contractor
Ottawa Plumbing Pro connects you with experienced contractors through the https://justynrookcontracting.com:

e Dump n Dash Hauling ?
e BFI Renovations ?
e Anchor Home Comfort ?

View all plumbing contractors ?
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What plumbing work can | do myself without a permit?

In Ottawa, you can perform basic maintenance and minor repairs without permits, but most plumbing work

requires permits and licensed professionals.

Basic DIY plumbing tasks that typically don't require permits include unclogging drains with a plunger or snake,
replacing toilet seats, fixing running toilets by adjusting the flapper or chain, replacing faucet aerators and
showerheads, and minor leak repairs like tightening connections or replacing washers. You can also perform

routine maintenance like cleaning drain traps under sinks or replacing toilet fill valves.

However, Ottawa Building Services requires permits for most substantial plumbing work including installing new
fixtures, moving existing fixtures, replacing water heaters, installing or modifying drain lines, any work involving
water supply lines behind walls, and connecting to the main sewer line. Even seemingly simple tasks like installing

a new toilet or replacing a kitchen faucet often require permits because they involve water supply connections.

The key distinction is between maintenance/repair versus installation/modification. If you're fixing something that's
broken using the same components, it's usually maintenance. If you're installing something new or changing how

the plumbing system works, you likely need a permit and licensed plumber.

Safety considerations are crucial - improper plumbing can cause water damage, mold, or health hazards from
sewer gas. Water damage from a failed DIY repair can cost thousands more than hiring a professional initially.

Additionally, insurance may not cover damage from unpermitted work.

For any plumbing project beyond basic maintenance, consult with Ottawa Pro Plumbing for a free assessment.
We can help determine what requires permits and ensure your work meets Ontario Building Code requirements,

protecting both your home and your investment.

Find a Plumbing Contractor
Ottawa Plumbing Pro connects you with experienced contractors through the https://justynrookcontracting.com:

e JC Carpentry ?
e Rrenovatios ?
e Floor-2-Wall Inc ?

View all plumbing contractors ?
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Does a plumber pull the permit, or do | have to do it myself?

In Ottawa, licensed plumbers typically handle permit applications for you - it's part of their service and

ensures everything is done correctly according to Ontario Building Code requirements.

Most reputable plumbing contractors will pull the necessary permits as part of their job. This makes sense because
they understand the technical requirements, know what documentation the City of Ottawa needs, and can
communicate directly with building inspectors if questions arise. When a licensed plumber pulls the permit, they're

taking responsibility for ensuring the work meets all code requirements.

The permit cost is usually included in your project quote or listed as a separate line item. For typical plumbing
work in Ottawa, permit fees range from $150 to $500 depending on the scope - water heater replacement, new

bathroom rough-in, or sewer line work all have different permit requirements and fees.

However, you can pull permits yourself as a homeowner if you prefer, though this means you're responsible for
understanding all the code requirements, scheduling inspections, and addressing any issues that arise. The City of
Ottawa building services department can guide you through the process, but most homeowners find it more

convenient to have their plumber handle it.

Always confirm permit handling upfront when getting quotes. Ask whether permits are included in the price and
who will be responsible for the application and inspection process. This prevents surprises and ensures your

plumbing work will pass inspection the first time.

For complex projects or if you're unsure about permit requirements, Ottawa Pro Plumbing handles all permit

applications and works directly with Ottawa Building Services to keep your project on track.

Find a Plumbing Contractor
Ottawa Plumbing Pro connects you with experienced contractors through the https://justynrookcontracting.com:

e A Helping Hand Residential Plumbing ?
e SDR Electric, Plumbing & Heating Inc. ?
e The Granite shop ?

View all plumbing contractors ?
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When should | stop trying to fix something myself and call a plumber?

Call a plumber immediately if you're dealing with anything involving gas lines, main water shutoffs, or if
water is actively damaging your home. Beyond emergency situations, the general rule is: if the fix requires
cutting into walls, working with supply lines, or you're not 100% confident in the repair, it's time to call a

professional.

Emergency situations that require immediate professional help include burst pipes flooding your home, sewer
backups, gas leaks, or no water to your entire house. These can cause thousands in damage or pose serious
safety risks. In Ottawa's climate, a burst pipe during winter can be catastrophic - frozen pipes that burst need

immediate attention to prevent extensive water damage.

Permit-required work in Ottawa must be done by licensed plumbers. This includes water heater installation, new
fixture installations, any work on your main drain line, and modifications to your plumbing system. The City of
Ottawa requires permits for most plumbing work beyond basic maintenance, and only licensed professionals can

pull these permits.

Signs you're in over your head include needing multiple trips to the hardware store, the problem getting worse
despite your efforts, or discovering the issue is more complex than initially thought. If you're cutting into drywall to
access pipes, working with copper or PEX connections, or dealing with anything related to your home's main

plumbing systems, it's professional territory.

Simple DIY tasks you can typically handle include unclogging basic drain blockages with a plunger, replacing toilet
flappers, changing faucet aerators, or tightening loose connections under sinks. However, even these have limits -

if a drain won't clear after reasonable attempts, there's likely a deeper issue requiring professional equipment.

Water damage prevention should be your top priority. Ottawa homes face unique challenges with freeze-thaw
cycles that can stress plumbing systems. When in doubt, calling a licensed plumber for a consultation can save you

thousands in potential water damage repairs.

For a free assessment of your plumbing situation, Ottawa Pro Plumbing offers consultations to help determine

whether a repair is DIY-appropriate or needs professional attention.

Find a Plumbing Contractor

Ottawa Plumbing Pro connects you with experienced contractors through the https://justynrookcontracting.com:
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e JC Carpentry ?
e L.L. Renovation ?
e Nic's D.U.C.T Works Inc ?

View all plumbing contractors ?

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Pro Plumbing. It does not constitute professional
advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any construction or
renovation project. Information is current as of September 13, 2026 and may change. Visit ottawaplumbingpro.ca for the latest
answers.
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